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It  Harold  Stannett  WILLIAMS  of  Amy  Headquarter® 
MELBOURNE  make  oath  and  say* 

1,  I  am  an  Offioer  of  the  Australian  Military  Forces* 

2.  Annexed  hereto  and  marked  "F"  is  a  true  copy  of 
a  transoript  of  evidenoe  sworn  by  Hr*  VINDON 
on  16  Deo  1946  which  I  hare  in  my  oustody 

in  the  oourse  of  ray  duties. 

5.  The  original  sworn  transoript  of  evidence  oannot 
be  made  available  immediately  as  it  is  required 
for  trials  of  minor  war  oriminals. 


*>  '  L  , 


/s/  S.  Williams,  VX  89005 
Major 


JJtfORN  BSFOHE  ME  AT  MELBOURNE  ) 
THIS  NINTH  DAY  OF  MAY  1946*  ) 

/■/  Peokam  0.  H.  Chappie,  Capt 
An  Offioer  of  the 
Australian  Military  Foroes* 


SECRET 

File  No. 
1410 


For  the  .VAR  CRIMES  OFFICE 

Judge  Advooate  General's  Office  —  Navy  Department 
United  States  of  America 


In  the  matter  of  the  whipping  of 
Mr.  Akoko  and  Mr.  Iyoyea*  Nauruans, 
resulting  in  their  deaths. 


Perpetuation  of  Testimony 
of  Mr.  Vindon,  Nauruan, 
Tol  Island,  Truk. 


Taken  at»  Fouba  Village.  Tol  Island,  Truk. 

Dat0l  December  10,  1946. 

In  the  Dresenoe  of«  Oliver  Benson,  Lieutenant  ySNR,  ^ 

- - - —  292201,  USN  Military  Government  Unit,  Truk. 


Interpreter! 


Mr.  Phillip  N.  Harris,  Fouba  Village, 

Tol  Island,  Truk. 

Oliver  Benson,  Lieute»\nt  (J.g.)»  US1TR,  292201. 


questions  by»  Oliver  Benson,  *««**•»  —  ' 

stat.  your  so.,  p.r«u.nt  home  .(Mr...  »nd  oooup.tlon. 


■ 


i 


A*  [vindon,  Nauru,  salesolerk  in  a  store.  I  was  brought  to  Truk  in 
JulyT  1943,  and  was  a  labor  foreman  for  the  N.T.K.  farming  oompany  here.] 


Q.  What  is  your  war  time  stotus? 

A,  I  am  a  displaced  civlTiuu, 


Q.  In  what  localities  were  you  employed  mostly  by  the  Japanese  in  Truk? 
A.  In  the  farming  company's  farms  on  Tol  Island. 


Q.  Did  you  witness  any  atrocities  or  mistreatment  of  any  allied  subjects 
at  any  time?  i 

A.  Yoo,  f 


Q.  State  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  about  any  suoh  incident. 

A;  One  evening  about  November,  1944,  several  of  us  Nauru  boyi  were '  ^ 
having  a  oonnittee  meeting  and  two  Japanese  oame  and  asked  us  where 
Iyoyea  was.  Iyoyea  was  a  Nauruan  friend  of  mine,  about  17  years  old. 

We  told  the  Japanese  to  wait  and  went  to  look  for  Iyoyea  but  eould  not 
find  him  so  we  returned  and  told  the  Japanese.  One  of  the  Japanese, 
Enoki,  who  was  working  for  the  N.T.K.  faming  oompany,  told  us  to  keep 
hunting  for  him,  and  took  three  of  us  with  him  down  the  road  to  the 
farming  oompany' a  office.  On  the  way  we  met  Iyoyea.  The  Japanese  asked 
where  he  had  been,  and  Iyoyea  said  he  had  been  hiding.  Then  Enoki  asked 
him  what  he  had  done  and  Iyoyea  said  he  had  broken  into  the  farming 
company's  warehouse  but  had  heard  someone  ooming  and  had  run  away  without 
taking  anything.  The  Japanese  asked  him  why  he  had  done  this,  and  Iyoyea 
replied  he  had  wanted  to  get  some  bisouits  to  eat,  but  oouldn't  find  any 
in  the  warehouse.  He  then  took  Iyoyea  and  the  three  of  us  Nauruans  to 
the  farming  oompany  offioe  and  the  oompany  manager,  Sato,  asked  him  the 
same  questions  and  Iyoyea  gave  the  same  answers  as  before.  Then  Sato 
beat  him  with  a  pick  handle  until  he  oouldn't  move  or  talk.  The  piok 
handle  was  about  two  inches  thiok  and  about  four  feet  long.  Sato  first 
beat  him  on  the  buttooks,  then  Iyoyea  fell  down  and  Sato  kept  on  beating 
him  on  the  legs  and  body  and  shoulders  all  over,  for  about  twentydfive 
minutes.  Then  the  manager,  Sato,  told  us  three  to  pour  water  on  Iyoyea 
and  we  did  so  and  he  revived.  Then  Sato  beat  him  again  in  the  same  way 
for  about  ten  minutes  more.  Then  he  ordered  us  throe  bc'S  to  look  for 
Akoko.  Akoko  was  a  friend  of  Iyoyea' s  and  the  Japanese  said  he  had  also 
broken  into  the  warehouse  with  Iyoyea.  He  pointed  to  a  plaoe  nearby  and 
we  went  there  und  there  was  Akoko  lying  in  the  mud.  We  called  his  name 
and  he  answered  faintly.  He  was  tied  up,  with  his  arms  and  legs  tied 
around  a  pole  as  if  he  hid  been  oarried  on  the  pole,  We  oarriod  him 
baok  to  Sato  and  Sato  told  us  to  put  him  down.  Then  Sato  started  to 
beat  Akoko  with  a  piok  handle  in  the  same  way  he  had  beat  Iyoyea.  The 
pole  to  whioh  Akoko  was  tied  interfered  with  the  blov/s,  so  he  told  us 
to  roll  Akoko  over  on  his  stomach,  We  did  so  and  he  began  to  beat  him 
again,  but  Akoko 's  body  rolled  baok  onto  its  side,  and  Sato  continued 
to  beat  him  on  his  side  and  legs  and  arms  and  body  for  three  or  four 
minutes  longer.  Then  Sabo  ordered  us  to  tie  up  Iyoyea  and  to  untid 
Akoko  and  have  Akoko  stand  up  on  his  feet.  We  did  this  but  Akoko 
oouldn't  stand  up  and  fell  on  i»ia  baok,  striking  his  head  on  the 
ground.  Then  Sato; ordered  us  to  untie  Iyoyea  and  told  us  to  take  both 
Iyoyea  and  Akoko  to  Sato's  house,  whioh  was  on  a  nearby  hill.  We  told 
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htath.t  they  we-e  too  week  to  walk  end  then f iLr^i^tTl. 
them  Oh  the  ground  by  another  warehouee.  Sato  then  “fteredut  to  | 
home  but  before  we  left  we  got  oome  water  and  save  it  to  AVcoko  ana 

Iyoyea^to  drink!  Se  then  went  hone.  Next  day  at  the  end  of  work,  Sato 
tol^6 ua  three  that  we  could  take  Iyoyea  and  Akoko  home,  I  ®  f  y 

them  home,  and  could  see  that  they  were  covered  vdth  bruises  and  wel  . 

Akoko  died  the  nart  morning  after  we  took  them  heme,  and  Iyoyea  died  the 

following  day,  - - 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  other  Japanese  than  Sato  strike  or  beat  either 
Iyoyea  or  Akoko? 

A,  No,  Sato  did  all  the  beating  himBelf. 

VINDON 

Mr.  Vindcn, 

Tol  Island,  Truk. 

Tol  Island,  Truk  and  Central  Carolines 

I,  Mr.  Vindon,  of  lawful  a~e,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  state  that 
I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  ny  in*erro6*ti°n.  “  ftnd 
answers  contained  therein  are  ture  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 

belief,  -VINDON 

..  Mr  *  V  indon 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  16  day  of  December  1945. 

(smd)  T.  SAHTAKMtIA 
v  5  TT5 aIttamarIa, 

lab  Lt.,  USMCR. 

Tol  Island,  Truk  and  Central  Carolines  Lec,al  Officer. 

I  Mr.  Phillip  Vf.  Harris,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn  upon 
oath  state  that  I  truly  translated  the  questions  asked  and  answers 

Ind  that  after  being  transcribed,  I  truly  translated  the  foregoing 
li^uen  to  the  .itn.ee,  that  the  -itnes.  there- 

upon  in  ty  presence  affixed  his  signature  thereto. 

(sgd)  PHILLIP  ff.  HARRIS 

Mr.  Phillip  «.  Harris 

Subsorlbed  end  .worn  to  before  me  thi.  16  dey  of  remember  1946. 

(agi)  T.  SANTA! 'ARIA 

T.  SViITAMARIA.’,  let  Lt.,  US 
Legal  Ofiioer. 
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I  Oliver  Benson,  Lieutenant  (J.g.),  USNR.  292201,  certify  that  on 

Deoember  10,  1945,  pere-nally  appeared  before  me  Mr* 

gLe  the  foregeing  enewero  to  the  eeverel  J"”*1”"0 M”  rSd 

after  hie  testimony  had  been  transcribed,  the  sai 

tJHeme  end  eiflxed  hi.  .igneture  thereto  in  ^  pre.enoe. 

(8gd)  OLIVER  BENSON 

Oliver  Benson,  Lt.  (j*S*)< 
USNR. 


Plaoet  Fouba  Village,  Tol  Island, 
Truk  and  Central  Carolines. 

Date  i  Deoember  16,  1945. 


Fingerprint  of 
Hr.  Vindon 
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